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International Directors” and Trainers’ Colloquium
Theatre as Time Machine

Artistic Direction: Dr. Jurij Alschitz
Training: Christine Schmalor

Berlin, 3vd - 8th of January 2012

Theatre not only moves the audience to other realities - to other places - it mainly changes
people's experience of time. And what does this mean for the work of the actor? Time on stage
follows different laws. The perception of time changes in the process of creation.
Jurij Alschitz recently started his research on the PAUSE ON STAGE. In several seminars he
discovered a lot of interesting aspects of this theme for both the training of actors and
analysis.

Every January, Jurij Alschitz invites directors, teachers and actors to discuss and experiment
together:

“For me, theatre practice is always and inevitably connected with philosophy and scientific research. 1
was inspired by M. Bakhtin’s theory of chronotope to research more about Chronos on stage, and to
develop practical exercises for actors.

The main questions I would like to propose for our work are: how can we understand scenic time? How
is the time of the events represented in the play? What about the time of events occurring on a stage? In
what scenic time it is expressed? How does it move? What is the internal concept of time of the stage?
What is the internal concept of time of the actor? etc. Further, we should think about themes like “the

time of the personage and time of the actor”, “the lifetime of words and eternal time of silence”, and
“the lifetime of the ensemble - its birth, life and death”.

From theory we will pass on to practice. We will ask ourselves, how it is possible to operate scenic time?
“The road of time” - what does it mean for the actor, for the director? How it is possible to stretch scenic
time, how to condense it or even stop it?

I would be delighted if this subject would interest you. I am inviting you to participate in my research
on this theme, and to share with me and your colleagues your point of view.”

Teaching language: English, on stage : your mother tongue

Working hours: 10 - 11:00 Training, 11:00 - 15:00 lecture, practical work

Seminar fee: 360 €

The place will be reserved after the first payment of 80 Euro (registration fee, non-refundable)
has been made. Please send your application with a picture and CV to:

AKT-ZENT e.V. International Theatre Centre Berlin

Research Centre of the International Theatre Institute
Artistic Direction: Dr. Jurij Alschitz
Skalitzerstr. 97, D-10997 Berlin, Tel. 030 - 612 87 27-4 Fax -5
Kto 230032206, Berliner Sparkasse BLZ 100 500 00
e-mail: akt.zent@berlin.de www.theatreculture.org
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